
Flying to the EMC 2010 
 
This short guide is designed to provide you with most of the information you need when 
planning your trip to the EMC 2010 by Microlight aircraft. It then goes on to provide you with 
some useful practical information on flying in the UK. 
 
There are three things which need to be completed before arriving in the UK: 
 

1. Receive an exemption to fly in UK airspace from the CAA. 
2. Submit a Customs form. 
3. File a flight Plan. 

 
 
1. Permission 
 
An exemption from the UK CAA is required for all Microlight Aircraft flying within UK Airspace. 
Permission must be sought at least 5 days in advance and is only valid for 28 days in any 12 
month period. The CAA charges a fee of £61 for this (or £161 if you need the exemption 
within 24 hours). 
 
The CAA will need to see and except the following documents before issuing the exemption: 

 A copy of the Certificate of Registration for the aircraft issued by the State of Registry. 

 A copy of a valid Permit to Fly/Certificate of Airworthiness (both sides) issued by a 
State of Registry plus a certificate of validity/operating limitations if issued with the 
document. 

 Maintenance schedule if applicable. 

 Insurance documentation for the aircraft which must show compliance with EC 
Regulation 785/2004.  

 
Applications should be made via fax or email to: 
 
CAA Applications and Approvals Department 
2E Aviation House 
Gatwick Airport South 
West Sussex RH6 0YR 
United Kingdom 
 
Telephone +44 1293 768 374 
Fax +44 1293 573 860 
E-Mail aanda@caa.co.uk 
Website http://www.caa.co.uk (foreign Aircraft Exemptions and Go) 
 
Please note that for EMC2010 competitors this permission has already been granted 
for you – if you completed registration correctly. Check before setting out. 
 
 
2. Customs Form 
 
A General Aviation Report (GAR) must be submitted to satisfy customs requirements prior to 
arriving in the UK.  A GAR form along with instructions on how to fill it in is attached in 
Appendix A. 
 

 

 

 

3.  Flight Plans 

 

A flight plan is required when entering and exiting UK airspace. A flight plan and 

associated guidance on filing it can be found in appendix C.  Remember to put on 

mailto:aanda@caa.co.uk
http://www.caa.co.uk/


your flight plan your estimated en-route time to enter / exit UK airspace (EGTT).  For 

example EET EGTT 45 mins. 

 

 

4. Routeing to Sywell. 

 

Experience has shown that good airfields to depart France are Abbeville (LFOI) and 

Le Touquet (LFAT).  The recommended airfield to arrive at in the UK is Lashenden / 

Headcorn (EGKH).  This is approx 25Nm West of Dover.  Headcorn is a busy GA 

airfield but is very friendly and is very used to Microlights crossing the Channel. 

There is fuel available and a good Café.  An Airfield guide is in Appendix B.  Note: 

There is intensive parachuting conducted at Headcorn so no overhead joins are 

permitted. 

   

For those with faster aircraft you may well want to fly direct to Sywell (EGBK). 

Again an airfield guide is found in the Appendix B. 

 

Suggested route: 

 

1. Abbeville (LFOI) – Cap Gris-Nez – Dover – Headcorn (EGKH) 

 

When departing from France you are quite often required to contact Lille Information 

on 120.275.  When mid channel it is then normal to contact London Information on 

124.6 and ask for a Basic Service. When approaching Headcorn contact them on 

122.0. 

 

2. Headcorn to Sywell 

 

The South East of England is some of the most complicated airspace in the UK so be 

very careful to avoid all the controlled airspace. 

 

Please see spate appendixes D and E for suggested routing options to Sywell, from 

Our National Air Traffic Services. 

 

 

Please also remember to check for restricted areas of airspace along your route.  This 

can be done online at http://www.nats-uk.ead-it.com/public/index.php.html and select 

the notam option.  You can do this in advance of your journey if internet access is not 

available en route. 

 

 

For any further information regarding this journey please contact Rob Grimwood, 

email: rob@exodusairsports.co.uk 

 

http://www.nats-uk.ead-it.com/public/index.php.html
mailto:rob@exodusairsports.co.uk


 
 

This map shows the Transponder Mandatory zone around London Stanstead 

operational from surface to 1500’. You are not allowed inside this without a 

transponder. 

 



Appendix A – Customs Form 

 



 



 



 



Appendix B – Airfield Guides 

                                     

 

 

A Full UK Airfield Guide can be purchased from Pooleys Flight Equipment at www.pooleys.com 

http://www.pooleys.com/


Appendix C – Flight Plans 

 
See also spate appendix F and G for interactive flight plan forms with some detail 

prepared. 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


